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ABSTRACT

The Impact of The American Foreign Aid
upon The Jordanian Foreign Policy
(1957-1991)

By: Mohammad Al- Ashger
Supervision: Prof. Mohammad Feddah

This study is concermned with the influence of U.S aids on the
Jordanian external policy during the period from 1957 up to 1991. The
agreement between the Jordanian external political stands and the
U.S political ones which is considered to be a very necessary
requirement to flow aids forms a very important tool to implement the
U.S policy in the region. Thus the significance of this research is just

very abvious.

The 'U.S interest and support of Jordan has emerged from its
general interest in Middle East countries. This interestis due to two
maijor factors. Firstly, the strategic location of the Middle East makes it an
advanced front to the West in a propable confrontation with the Eastern
bloc. Secondly, the Middle East has an economical importance. It
contains huge resources of raw materials that the West needs
severely, especially the oil. In addition, it is considered the best market
for western industrialized manufacture. For the former reasons the
American sight has centred onthe category which affims that who
controls Arab peninsula and the Middle East frequently controls the
European continent. So, the key to explore U.S policy in Jordan emerges
from its opposition to the Soviet threat, the geographical site of Jordan

in specific, and its concern to settle peace in the region.
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The external aids form one of the major exits that Jordan has
relied upon to overcome its heavy burdens which are represented by
old structural disorders, and to realize relatively high-level growth

rate that exceeds its counterparts in many Third - World - Countries.

The formal and govermental statistics show that about $3356.8
million are received by Jordan as a U.S economic & military aids during
(1949- 1989). $5.2 million of the total amount arﬂe paid during {1949-
1952), $297.24 million during (1953-1961), and during (1962-
1989)$3054.36 million are paid by the U.S, to give forther information,
the amount of economic aids  during (1949-1989) reaches 1834.2
million dollars. whereas the military aids covering the same period

gets close to 1522.6 million doliars.

The amount of U.S aids received by Jordan has been
influenced clearly by political factors. For examle, the U.S aids to Jordan
during the period that preceds 1967 aims at preventing the expansion of

the Soviet power.

But the following period that extends over (1967-1991) has been
characterized by a new position inthe U.S Jordan relations. This
position is represented in the Jordanian stand towards the presented
settlement to solve Arab - Israel conflict. Therefore the U.S aids

given to Jordan propartionate with its stands. $TT0VY

Concerning military aids, most of the U.S weapon deals to Jordan
are associated with political and military conditions that affect the

freedom of the Jordanian potitical and military resolutions.

These aids undoubtly control the major plicy of Jordan to some
extent. Nevertheless, in many political situations the reduction of these

aids does not change the Jordanin stands.
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That has happened inparticular when the Arab aids and Loans
replace the U.S ones. S0, Jordan can easily abandon the U.S aids, and

adopts its own political stands if the Arab alternative is available.

The process of economical development in Jordan is heavily
influence by the U.S aids during (1957-1967) in particular. However,
the importance of these aids has receded after 1973 because the
budget has been given the priority of support. At the same time
multiple sectors get the benefit of U.S aids such as the development
of Jordan Valley, agriculture education and training projects, and the

sectors of Health and tourism.

The relations between Jordan and Countries of Eastern bloc in
general and Soviet Union in particular have not affected the U.S aids that
follow 1967. On the contrary, the improvement of the Jordanian
relations with the Eastern bloc has been accompanied with an observable
increase in the amount of the U.S aids. Such aids do not stand as an
abstacle in the face of the commercial relations between Jordan and
Eastern bloc countries. Neither they affect type of Jordan vote on
resolutions of Palestinian question which is very close to that of Soviet

Union.

Giving a look to the future of U.S aids to Jordan, we can see that
there are many factors which will influence positively or negatively the
continuence of presentation of them. The participation of Jordan in the
peace process, and the democratic approach that Jordan adopts
may influence positively the value of these aids. While the stopping of
the Cold war, the disunion of Soviet Republics, and the weeknessin U.S

economy my influence the value of these aids passively.

If Jordan seeks to free itself from outsed political pressures
resulted by external aids, then it must treat seriously the structual

disorders in its economy. it also has to build a modern agriculture and
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industry that are able to satisfy the needs of the local demands for food;
manufactures, and consumer goods. More efforts must be put to discover

wealths and sources available in Jordan, and to exploit them sufficiently.

All these factors will give the opportunity to Jordan to depend on

itself. Consequently, it will hopefully free Jordan from any external

pressure or threat.

All Rights Reserved - Library of University of Jordan - Center of Thesis Deposit



	

